
30th Anniversary Season ~ 2011-2012 
Maestro Huw Edwards celebrates his twelfth season conducting the Portland Columbia Symphony in 
this 30th Season of superb classical concerts.  Mr. Edwards brings a wealth of experience and passion 
to the podium.  Born in Wales, he holds degrees from universities in England and the United States, 
and is recognized nationally and internationally as a conductor and clinician.  Mr. Edwards is also the 
Music Director and Conductor of the Olympia Symphony. 

Gala 2012
Saturday, January 28, 2012 ~ Portland Downtown Marriott
For over a decade and a half, PCSO has presented the not-to-be-missed Gala Fundraising Bash.  Make 
this your year to experience the merriment! Join the musicians and Maestro Edwards for a fabulous 
evening of lively music, fine wines, exquisite dining, and amazing auction fun.  And, if you purchase 
season tickets, you will receive a $25 discount off your purchase of Gala tickets! 

Evening performances, 7:30 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, SW 18th and Jefferson, Portland
- 6:45 p.m. pre-concert musical conversation

- Free parking in two large lots plus ample on street
 parking WITH permits which are available at the  
 ticket counter

-  Convenient TriMet stop and Goose Hollow light
 rail station right outside the door

Sundays at 3 performances are held at Mt. Hood 
Community College Theater,  29th St. & Kane Dr. 
entrance or Good Shepherd Community Church, 
28986 SE Haley Road, East Metro

-  Family-friendly afternoon concerts in comfortable and 
 accessible venues

A chair by itself may have some aesthetic value.
But a chair that seats a professional musician is
priceless! Your sponsorship of an individual
musician helps buy their music, pay their artistic
fees, and literally, gives them a chair to sit in.

How do you benefit?

- Sponsors are acknowledged in each of our  
 concert programs

- You receive the undying appreciation of your
 favorite musician

- And yes, your sponsorship is tax deductible to
 the full extent allowed by law

- Invitation to special events for season ticket
 holders and donors

- A savings of 20% over tickets purchased at
 the door

- Lost ticket replacement

- Ticket exchange - if you are unable to use  
 your tickets for a particular concert, they 
 may be exchanged for tickets to a future   
 presentation. But we always encourage
 you to give your extra tickets to friends to
 broaden our PCSO family.

- Season tickets may be used at either location
 of repeated concerts

- Admittance to dress rehearsals

Meet the Beat  – Our accessibility program is designed to make classical music appealing 
and within the reach of all patrons.

• Our animal-inspired concerts create memorable experiences through stimulating music and interactive  
 arts projects.

Symphonic Safari – family concert and arts activities
Saturday, September 24, 2011, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. – Center for the Arts Plaza, Downtown Gresham

A Holiday Gift of Music – Prokofiev: Peter & The Wolf with the Puppets of Tears of Joy 
Sunday, December 4, 2011, 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. – at Mt. Hood Community College Theater

• Audience Outreach Ticket Program - PCSO sends educational materials and low/no cost tickets to
 more than 40 social service agencies and 40 area schools.

•  Chamber Music Camp of Portland is a summer (July 2012) program for students of all ages and levels. 
 See www.columbiasymphony.org/chambermusiccampofportland.php for details.

Where to Find Us: Become a Chair Sponsor: Subscriber Benefits:

For information, call 503-234-4077 ~ cso@pacifier.com ~ Please note that concert dates and programs are subject to change.  
All ticket sales are non-refundable but may be exchanged for future dates.

Photo by Bob Peterson

30th Season ~ 2011-2012

30 and Better than Ever!

Huw Edwards, 
Music Director & Conductor

Mary Ausplund Tooze Trust

Trust Management Services

Sherman Clay Moe’s Pianos



First United Methodist Church, 1838 SW Jefferson St., Portland 
Mt. Hood Community College Theater 29th St. & Kane Dr. • Good Shepherd Community Church, 28986 SE Haley Rd., East Metro

Friday, October 14, 2011, 7:30 p.m. • First United Methodist Church, Portland; repeats 
Sunday, October 16, 2011, 3:00 p.m. • Mt. Hood Community College Theater, Gresham

Friday, November 18, 2011, 7:30 p.m. • First United Methodist Church, Portland; repeats 
Sunday, November 20, 2011, 3:00 p.m. • Mt. Hood Community College Theater, Gresham

Friday, March 2, 2012, 7:30 p.m. • First United Methodist Church, Portland; repeats 
Sunday, March 4, 2012, 3:00 p.m. • Good Shepherd Community Church, East Metro

Friday, May 4, 2012, 7:30 p.m. • First United Methodist Church, Portland; repeats 
Sunday, May 6, 2012, 3:00 p.m. • Mt. Hood Community College Theater, Gresham

Sunday, December 4, 2011, 1 & 3 p.m. • Mt. Hood Community College Theater, Gresham

Autumnal Reflections

Beyond the Battlefield

Reviewing 3 Eras

BY AUDIENCE REQUEST

A HOLIDAY GIFT OF MUSIC

BUTTERWORTH: English Idyll No. 2 
ELGAR: Cello Concerto in E minor, Op. 85 
MAHLER:  Blumine 
SIBELIUS: Symphony No. 3 in C major, Op. 52

Nancy Ives, cello

BRIDGE: Lament, for string orchestra
BARBER: Violin Concerto
BEETHOVEN: Symphony No. 3 in E-flat major, Op. 55 “Eroica” 

Brandon Garbot, violin

BRAHMS: Tragic Overture, Op. 81 
MOZART: Piano Concerto No. 23 in A major, K. 488 
SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 9 in E-flat major, Op. 70 
HEROLD: Overture to Zampa 

Susan DeWitt Smith, piano
Jerry Luedders, guest conductor, Brahms 

VERDI: Overture to Nabucco
RACHMANINOV: Piano Concerto No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18
RODGERS: Slaughter on Tenth Avenue
DELIUS: The Walk to the Paradise Garden
BERLIOZ: “March to the Scaffold” & “Dance of the Witches’ 
Sabbath” from Symphonie fantastique

Angie Zhang, piano

PROKOFIEV: Peter & The Wolf 
HOLIDAY FAVORITES

Andrew Sewell, guest conductor 

PCSO’s 30th anniversary season is crafted around pieces that 
have been requested by audience members and players – many 
of them making “encore appearances” from the past decade of 
programs.  We open with a concert that reflects the changing 
seasons, as summer gives way to the darker edge of fall.  This 
concert also pays homage to the influence of Sibelius, whose 
music had a profound effect on composers – especially those 
from Britain.  Butterworth’s delightful Second English Idyll 
possesses an autumnal glow, while Mahler’s Blumine is full 
of summer freshness.  Sibelius’ Symphony No. 3 includes a 
seasonal shift, closing with a stirring hymn of thanksgiving, 
which is in contrast to the winter darkness of Elgar’s Cello 
Concerto, performed by Oregon Symphony Principal, Nancy Ives. 

This concert features three works composed in the shadow of 
war and straitened times.  Frank Bridge’s music was dramatically 
altered by the horrors of the First World War and his brief but 
intense Lament creates a deeply felt threnody with its stark 
dedication: “To Catherine, aged 9, Lusitania 1915.”  PCSO is 
delighted to welcome Brandon Garbot back to its stage from the 
Cleveland Institute of Music in Samuel Barber’s lyrical Violin 
Concerto.  Composed in 1939 in the wake of the outbreak of 
World War II, an underlying tension is detected amid its soaring 
melodies and virtuoso exterior.  Beethoven’s epoch-making 
Eroica Symphony (1803) was penned during the Napoleonic 
Wars and Siege of Vienna.  Beethoven returned from the brink 
of suicide and changed the course of Western music overnight 
with this immense work, which is justly considered by many to 
be the greatest symphony ever written. 

The first public concert by Portland Columbia Symphony, the 
then-Palatine Hill Symphony, was in February 1983, and the 
inaugural work was Brahms’ Tragic Overture.  We are delighted 
to welcome back the founding conductor, Jerry Luedders, 
to conduct this momentous piece.  John Trudeau was music 
director of PCSO from 1986-2000.  His first concert (October 
1986) included the Ninth Symphony by Shostakovich and the 
A major Piano Concerto, K. 488, by Mozart.  It is apt that a 
faculty member from Lewis & Clark College – where PCSO 
first rehearsed and performed – is featured at this retrospective 
concert, thus we welcome pianist Susan DeWitt Smith as 
soloist.  Huw Edwards was named the third music director of 
PCSO in 2000 and the first work on his debut concert was 
Herold’s swashbuckling Overture to Zampa, which will close 
this concert with an energetic bang.

A five-part program of requests concludes the PCSO’s 30th 
season.  Verdi’s name came to fame with his opera Nabucco 
(1842) and its theatrical overture has become a concert hall 
favorite.  Portlander Angie Zhang will return from New 
York to perform the much-loved Piano Concerto No. 2 by 
Rachmaninov, after her heralded Chopin performance with 
PCSO a few years ago.  One of Richard Rodgers’ first forays into 
the Broadway musical was On Your Toes; the ballet sequence 
“Slaughter on Tenth Avenue” takes place towards the end of 
this 1936 blockbuster.  Delius was born 150 years ago in 1862 
and the languid “The Walk to the Paradise Garden” from his 
opera A Village Romeo & Juliet is a marvelous example of his 
English impressionism.  Berlioz has been described as “a genius 
with very little talent” but his bizarre Symphonie fantastique 
(1830) is an amazing piece, way ahead of its time, and the last 
two if its five movements are stunning in their gory realism – a 
great way to bring our 30th season to a close. 

Now an annual musical-must for many families, our Holiday 
Gift of Music brings to life the musical fable Peter & The Wolf 
with the nearly life-sized puppets of the award-winning Tears 
of Joy Puppet Theater for an unforgettable musical experience.  
Then enjoy a wide range of lively, festive music~the perfect way 
to kick off any holiday tradition you celebrate.

Nancy Ives

Brandon Garbot

Susan DeWitt Smith

Angie Zhang

Jerry Luedders
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